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systemctl start nginx
systemctl stop nginx

systemctl restart nginx

systemctl reload nginx
systemctl status nginx
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systemctl enable nginx

# reload config

# start at boot

systemctl disable nginx # remove from boot
systemctl enable --now nginx # enable + start
systemctl is-enabled nginx
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[Unit]

Description=My Application

After=network.target
[Service]

ExecStart=/usr/bin/myapp --config /etc/myapp.conf

Restart=on-failure
User=appuser
[Install]

WantedBy=multi-user.target
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systemctl daemon-reload # reload unit files
systemctl restart myapp # apply changes
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[Unit]

Description=Run backup daily

[Timer]

OnCalendar=*-*-* 02:00:00

Persistent=true
[Install]

WantedBy=timers.target

OnCalendar 12
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systemctl list-timers --all
systemctl start backup.timer
systemctl enable backup.timer
systemd-analyze calendar "daily"
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timers.target
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systemctl get-default

systemctl set-default multi-user.target
systemctl isolate rescue.target

systemctl list-dependencies graphical.target

Journalctl
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journalctl -u nginx # logs for unit
journalctl -u nginx -f # follow (tail)
journalctl -u nginx --no-pager

journalctl -b # current boot only
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journalctl --since "2026-03-01"

journalctl --since "1 hour ago"

journalctl -p err # errors and above
journalctl PID=1234
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emerg (0) ANAEIALE 27}
alert (1) =z zA =g
crit (2) 1 2hot Aej

err (3) 2F M|
warning (4) Z1 MEj
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journalctl --disk-usage

journalctl --vacuum-size=500M
journalctl --vacuum-time=30d
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networkctl

networkctl list
networkctl status eth@
networkctl up eth@
networkctl down eth®

systemd-resolve

resolvectl status

resolvectl query example.com
resolvectl flush-caches
resolvectl statistics
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# In unit file [Unit] section:

After=network-online.target
Wants=network-online.target
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[Unit]

Description=Mount data volume
[Mount]

What=/dev/sdbl
Where=/mnt/data

Type=ext4
Options=defaults,noatime
[Install]
WantedBy=multi-user.target
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[Unit]

Description=Automount data on access
[Automount]

Where=/mnt/data

TimeoutIdleSec=300

[Install]
WantedBy=multi-user.target
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/vaxr/lib/app 94 ItY:var-lib-app.mount
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[Service]
Environment=APP_ENV=production
Environment=PORT=8080
EnvironmentFile=/etc/myapp/env
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# /etc/myapp/env
APP_ENV=production

DATABASE_URL=postgres://localhost/db
SECRET_KEY=changeme
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ProtectSystem=strict

ProtectHome=true
NoNewPrivileges=true
PrivateTmp=true
ReadWritePaths=/var/lib/myapp
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systemctl list-dependencies nginx
systemctl list-dependencies --reverse nginx
systemd-analyze dot nginx.service | dot -Tsvg > deps.svg
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systemctl edit nginx # creates drop-in

# /etc/systemd/system/nginx.service.d/override.conf
systemctl cat nginx # show effective config
systemctl revert nginx # remove overrides
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systemd-analyze # boot time
systemd-analyze blame # per-unit time

systemd-analyze critical-chain
systemctl list-units --failed
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